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Purpose and intent 
In order to ensure that the decisions made by the directors, public officers, committee members and staff of the 
Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., (GSI) are made openly and transparently, and that both real or 
perceived conflicts of interest are properly managed, GSI has developed a policy framework in line with 
recommendations by the National Council of Nonprofits (https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/) and the Council 
on Foundations (https://cof.org/) for Conflict of Interest governance.  

GSI is a publicly supported charitable foundation incorporated under the laws of California and a registered 501c(3) 
(Fed Tax ID: 87-1508852) dedicated to its mission of improving the prevention and treatment of snakebite 
envenoming around the world. The Foundation operates within the public trust and strives to maintain the highest 
code of conduct in all of its operations.   

GSI recognizes that it can best accomplish its mission when the board of directors, volunteers, committee members, 
staff and other groups associated with the foundation represent the diverse interests, cultures, occupations and 
expertise of the global community. Thus, the foundation recognizes that members of the board of directors and 
others representing or affiliated with the foundation will from time to time face possible conflicts of interest or 
situations in which the appearance of conflict of interest could be detrimental to the foundation and the communities 
it serves. The foundation adopts this code of conduct in recognition of its responsibility to the public trust, in 
recognition of the importance of fairness and objectivity in its conduct of business, as a means of assuring that every 
decision of the foundation is made in the interest of the foundation and the communities it serves and as a means of 
publicly codifying its expectations of board, staff and volunteers, and others serving the foundation.  

According GSI requires that directors, public officers, employees, volunteers, committee members, and other 
affiliates must disclose: 

1. any real or perceived conflict of interest or any affiliation or association they have with an actual or potential 
supplier of goods and services, recipient of grant funds or organisation with competing or conflicting objectives. 

2. must represent unconflicted loyalty to the interest of the foundation. This accountability supersedes any 
conflicting loyalty such as that to advocacy or interest groups, business interests, personal interests or paid or 
volunteer service to other organizations. It also supersedes the personal interest of any staff or volunteer 
member acting as a consumer or client of the foundation’s services.  

3. must absent themselves from discussion, as appropriate, and abstain from voting or otherwise participating in 
decision-making related to any issue in which they have a conflict of interest. 

4. must disclose any material gifts or offers of gifts for their personal use and shall be prohibited from accepting 
valuable or otherwise inappropriate gifts. 

It is the policy of the foundation that no person shall derive any personal profit or gain, directly or indirectly, by 
reason of his or her service to the Foundation. 

The Foundation will comply with both the letter and spirit of all public disclosure requirements, including the open 
availability of its Form 990 tax returns. However, all members must hold strictly confidential all issues of a private 
nature, including, but not limited to, issues related to private businesses, contributions from individuals, businesses 
and other private entities, and all personnel matters. 

These requirements do not serve in any way to prevent individuals or organisations from having other public or 
private interests, since it is clear that their expertise may be widely sought. The goal of the policy is to ensure that 
GSI avoids situations in which such interests, can affect, or give rise to a perception that they affect the impartiality 
of any individual or organisation.  

GSI therefore requires that all directors, public officers, committee members, employees and volunteers make an 
honest and complete disclosure of any interests, or circumstances, which could give rise to a potential Conflict of 
Interest. We ask that you complete the form below, to disclose any professional, financial, or other such interests 
that may be relevant to your involvement with the GSI, including in particular, any pecuniary interests that may be 
significantly affected by the outcome of any work that you do, or any decisions that you make, through your 
involvement with the GSI. You should also declare all relevant interests of others, such as employers, contractors, 
family members, or professional associates, business partners and corporations, who may potentially influence your 
judgment. 

Where a potential conflict of interest exists, you may be asked to: 

1. Absent yourself from a portion of a meeting, discussion or project related to the conflict of interest; or 
2. Abstain from decision-making or voting where there is a perception that such a decision or vote may be 

influenced by the declared conflict of interest. 

GSI may publicly disclose that information, particularly in a situation where the objectivity of the decision-making, 
voting or project work is questioned by others. Non-disclosure or non-completion of the Declaration of Conflicts of 
Interest Form may result in you being unable to be involved in the work of the GSI.  

After completion, please return this form to Chloe Vasquez (chloe@globalsnakebite.org) so that it can be entered 
into the GSI Declarations Register. 

 
 
 



DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Title  First Name  Last Name  

Institution  

Email  

Please respond to the questions below, and where any answer to a question is ‘yes’, please briefly explain the circumstances. The term "you" refers to yourself, 
your employer and your immediate family members (i.e., spouse (or partner) and your children), whether as an individual, or through a business, company, 
trust or other entity. "Business" means any commercial entity that operates for profit. "Organization" includes a government, non-profit, charity or other 
national or international organization.  

Sources of Income 
At any time in the last 3 years, have you received income from any business or other organisation with an 
interest that relates to any work or project that the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., is 
involved in, or may reasonably be expected to undertake?  

YES  

NO  
If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Research Funding or Sponsorship 
At any time in the last 3 years, have you, or your organization received in-kind support or financial 
funding/sponsorship from any business or organisation with an interest that relates to any work or project that 
the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., is involved in, or may reasonably be expected to 
undertake?  

YES  

NO  

If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Businesses, Investments, Stocks, Bonds, Shares, Share Options and Other Securities 
Do you have any current business interests or investments (greater than US$10,000 in total, excluding 
pensions, mutual funds, or other diversified investments) in any business with an interest related to any work 
or project that the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., is involved in, or may reasonably be 
expected to undertake?  

YES  

NO  

If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Intellectual Property 
Do you have any current intellectual property rights (including current or pending patents, trademarks, 
copyrights or other registrations, as well as background intellectual property) that might either be enhanced 
or diminished as a result of your participation in any work or project for the Global Snakebite Initiative? 

YES  

NO  
If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Public Statements or Positions Held 
In the last 3 years have you provided expert opinion or testimony as part of a regulatory, legislative or judicial 
process, or held any position or public office (paid or unpaid) where you have represented interests or defended 
a policy position relating to any work or project that the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., is 
involved in? 

YES  

NO  

If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Other Information 
Are you aware of any other information that may show that you have a Conflict of Interest in relation to any 
work or project which the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, Inc., might reasonably be expected to 
have an interest in, or be carrying out, or any other matter which might affect your objectivity or independence? 

YES  

NO  
If ‘yes’ please explain briefly: 

 

Declaration 
I, ............................................................ hereby declare that the disclosed information is true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. If there is any change to the above information, I will notify the Global Snakebite Initiative USA Foundation, 
INC., and amend my Declaration of Interests with the relevant changes. I hereby consent to any of the details of this 
Declaration being made public in the event that the objectivity of the decision-making, voting or project work is questioned 
by others. 

Name .................................................. Signature ........................................ Date ......./......./....... 
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